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UMF  KIES  :  QuEEN  OF  THE  S 


O  U  T  H 


spirit  haunts  the  old  place,  and  apart  from 
the  many  Burns  associations  of  the  past,  there 
is  living  still  in  Dumfries  the  great-grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  poet— Miss  Burns  Brown, 
a  charming  personality,  who  possesses  the 
lovely  eyes  of  her  famous  ancestor. 
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is  Sir  James  Barrie,  a  Prince  Charming  of 
modern  writers. 

It  was  here  in  the  ancient  Monastery  of 
Greyfriars  where  Robert  the  Bruce  struck 
the  first  blow  for  Scottish  independence 
when  at  the  altar  he  stabbed  the  Comyn, 


SWEETHEART  ABBEY 


There  are  other  far-famed  literary  associa¬ 
tions — the  dour,  rugged  Thomas  Carlyle, 
and  other  giants  of  literature,  among  whom 


IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  ESK 


and  since  that  far-off  day  bitter  frays  and 
bloody  feuds  have  been  enacted  in  its 
cobbled  streets.  There  still  remains  nobly 
spanning  the  Nith  and  connecting  the 
shire  of  Dumfries  with  the  grey  Galloway 
land,  the  bridge  built  by  the  Lady  Devor- 
gilla,  the  mother  of  Baliol,  the  sainted  lady 
who  built  Baliol  College  at  Oxford,  and 
Sweetheart  Abbey,  seven  miles  from 
Dumfries. 

Outside  the  gates  are  Druidical  and 
Roman  relics  that  afford  wonder  and 
speculation  to  learned  antiquarian  and  also 
ecclesiastical  fabrics  and  baronial  ruins  of 
rare  and  almost  unrivalled  historic  interest. 

Near  Dumfries  is  the  Solway  Firth  with 
its  shores  rich  in  the  lore  of  the  past,  with 


